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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The following Diſcourſe was addreſſed to a num- 
ber of Miniſters and others, of the Baptiſt denomi- 
nation, in Eſſex, when aflembled to conſider of ſome 
plan for the ſpread of the Goſpel in that county. 
The Preacher had not the moſt diſtant thought of its 
ever becoming more public, than a tranſient hearing 
would make it. It hath ever been his wiſh, and his 
determination, (as far as he dared to determine) to 
go through the world, as much unknown as his mini- 
ſterial employ, in a contracted ſphere, would per- 
mit. He now ſubmits, however, to publiſh the 
following Diſcourſe, in deference to others, whoſe 
judgement he prefers to his own: not thinking it 
right abſolutely to refuſe compliance with a requeſt, 
which originated in. the hope, that God will make 


the ſubſequent hints of ſome uſe to the churches 
of Chriſt, 


A 


SERMON, &c. 


Dax. xii. 4. * 


MANY SHALL RUN TO AND FRO, AND KNO W- 
LEDGE SHALL BE INCREASED. 


Tur venerable Aſſembly of Divines at Weſt- 
minſter, in their Catechiſm, give the following ac- 
count of man in his original ſtate: « God made man 
in his own image, in knowledge, righteouſneſs and 
holineſs, with dominion over his creatures.“ Surely, 
then, our firſt parents were happy beings, ſo long 
as they continued in that ſtate. A creature that 
bears the divine image muſt be happy. The know- 
ledge of God, is a conſtant ſource of happineſs. 
Righteouſneſs and happineſs are inſeparable; and 
holineſs is bliſs. Thus, each of the above ideas 
of the firſt human pair, connects with it that of hap- 
pineſs. But let us fix upon only one, that of know- 
ledge; the knowledge of Gop: and from this we 
may infer, that man's original was an happy ſtate. 
The fall introduced ignorance; ignorance of 
Gop: and, with that, miſery. The loſs which, 
by fin, our firſt parents ſuſtained, and we in them, 
was inexpreſfibly and inconceivably great. But, 
in rich mercy, Yehoveh deviſed means to reſtore to 
his choſen people the knowledge of himſelf; with 
ſuch additions as reſult from his being known, as 


«the Gop of all grace;” God manifeſted in a 
Mediator. B 3 In 
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In whom the tribes of Adam boaſt, 
More glory than their father loſt,”* ' 


The reſtoration, or, if you pleaſe, the communi. 
cation of divine knowledge; is the reſtoration, or 
communication, of happineſs to man. It is thus 
with individuals, and thus it is with communities 
of men. By whomſoever Gop is truly known, 
the ſubject of that knowledge is defirous of promo- 
ting the fpread of it. Come, ſee a man, who told 
me all things that ever I did!” is language natural 
to the convinced ſinner. It is the addreſs he makes 
to his fellow mortals, that are equally involved in 
guilt and ignorance. So, when he beholds «the 
glory of Gor in the face of Jeſus Chriſt,” he in- 
vites others to come and fee him“ in whom are 
hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge.” 
When a few taſte the ſweetneſs of divine truth, 
they long to communicate it, that others may be 
as highly bleſſed as themſelves: and thus will it be 


when many ſhall: know the LoRD. They «ſhall 


run to and fro;” and truth ſhall be ſpread far and 
wide. | 
Every revival of religion in the world, hath been 
attended with full proof of theſe remarks: and our 
text, whether we view it as accompliſhed in the 
Jewiſh church, or in the primitive times of the goſ- 
pel; or whether it be conſidered as a promiſe, 
which reſpects the glorious events of the latter day, 
confirms the fact. When knowledge is increaſed, 
ap run to and fro” to communicate it to man- 
kind. . ; 
Not conſidering myſelf, as at all competent to 
the explanation of unaccompliſked prophecy; ſo 
neither to determine fully what prophecies are 
accompliſhed, except where. the ſcriptures them- 
ſelves decide, I ſpeak thus indeterminately, while 
g 2 * Ss * yet 
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et I am inclined to think, that the text remains to 
e fulfilled ; more eminently, at leaſt, than it hath 
yet been. It may, perhaps, be upon the eve of 
its accompliſhment. | 
In attending to the glorious prediction, or the 
gracious promiſe, we will 


J. _— the promiſe itſelf ; «knowledge ſhall be 
te inc reaſed.“ | 
II. The means of accompliſhment ; “ many ſhall 
run to and hos 155 4 , 
III. Derive ſome leſſons of important duty, from the 
pleaſing ſubjeet.—We muſt conſider 1 


Fixs r, The gracious promiſe; “ knowledge ſhall 
be increaſed.” 


The knowledge of God and of his truth, agreea- 


ble to what hath been already ſuggeſted, is what we 


have in view: that knowledge which is eſſential to 


the happineſs of man. For, certainly, Dr. Watts 


expreſſes a moſt important truth, when he ſays, 


* All arts and knowledges beſide, 
« Cando us little good.“ 


No good at all, indeed, when we are conſidered as 


born for immortality, | 
Probably the things immediately intended in the 
text, are thoſe which, according to the former part 
of the verſe, Daniel was to «ſhut up and ſeal,” 
viz. the events deſigned by the viſions which he 
ſaw: events which were to take place at their pro- 
per ſeaſon. Things which were to be made known 
by degrees; as men ſhould enquire after truth; and 
as Divine Providence ſhould aſſiſt their enquiries, 
by bringing the predictions to paſs. We. may, 
however, by the knowledge whoſe increaſe is pro- 
B 4 miſed 
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miſed, underſtand, Greater inſight into the myſteries 
of Providence—More clear 0 aden of the won- 
ders of grace - Growingly delightful proſpects of the 

« glorious things which are ſpoken of Sion, the cit 
of God”—And, the enlargement of Chriſt's king- 
dom; which is an empire of truth and of know- 

ledge. | 
I. Greater inſight into the myſteries of Providence, 
This, indeed, attends the lapſe of years. The older 
the world grows, the longer the church of Chriſt 
continues, the greater is the train of providences. 
For, frequently, one providence unravels what was 
myſterious in another; and ſhews more and more 
the truth of that declaration, Pfal. Ixxxix. 14. Juſ- 
tice and judgement are the habitation of thy throne: 
mercy and truth ſhall go before thy face.” Not 
only to individuals, but to the church at large, the 
diſpenſations of Providence are often puzzling: but 
an unravelling ſeaſon is to come; for Gop himſelf 
hath ©2275 it. Our text intends, I think, not 
only clearer views of providence; but theſe views 
in quick ſucceſſion, and by means more calculated 
to delight the mind. . As Jetorah's wiſdom, power, 
truth, and grace, will be more manifeſt; that ex- 
clamation will be more common, Iſa. xxviii. 29. 
«'This alſo cometh forth from the Lord of Hoſts, 
who is wonderful in counſel, and excellent in 
working.“ With what ſacred joy will the church 
review and contemplate the amazing chain of events 
which attended her when Zion, which hath ſo 
long travailed, ſhall bring forth! and with what 
| holy wonder behold new diſpenſations of divine 
favour! How fuitable, then, the admiring language, 
«This, and this, and this alſo, came forth from the 
Lord of Hoſts; who is wonderful in counſel, and ex- 
cellent in working!“ How frequently, and what 
great 
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great ocaſion, will the church have to adopt the lan- 
guage of Joſeph, Gen. I. 20, © As for you (enemies 
to Chriſt's kingdom) ye thought evil againſt me, 
but Gop meant it unto good!” Eyen now the ſtud 
of Providence is admirably inſtructive and delight- 
ful: eſpecially, when Providence is conſidered as 
the hand-maid to divine Grace. The clearer our 
views, and the greater are our pleaſures, from this 
ſpring of holy joy. If the taſte be ſuch, what muſt 
be the draught ! 

2. More clear diſcoveries of the wonders of Grace. 
This alſo attends the addition of years, of periods, 
to the church of Chriſt, The difplays of grace, 
which the church hath hitherto witneſſed, are only 
earneſts and ſpecimens, of that which Gor an 
to do for Sion; when, her children ſhall be brought 
forth in amazing numbers, and when her members 
ſhall be «all righteous.” How glorious will grace 
appear, when that language of aſtoniſhment and of 
joy ſhall be expreſſed, Iſa. Ixvi. 7, 8. „Before the 
travailed, ſhe brought forth; before her pain came, 
ſhe was delivered of a man child! Who hath heard 
ſuch a thing? Who hath ſeen ſuch things? Shall 
the earth be made to bring forth in one day? Or 
ſhall a nation be born at once? For as ſoon as Sion 
travailed ſhe brought forth her children?“ What 
aſtoniſhing diſplays of the power of grace are here 
promiſed! and how ſpeedily are they to follow one 
after another! How quickly will the meſſages of 
mercy to Sion fucceed each other! and that they are 
not too much to be expected, the gth verſe ſhews: 
Shall I bring to the birth and not cauſe to bring 
forth? faith the Lord. Shall I cauſe to bring forth, 
and ſhut the womb? faith thy Gop.” Then, I con- 
ceive, the d:rines of grace will be better underſtood 
than they are now. May we not ſuppoſe, that di- 

B 5 vine 
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vine truth will appear to be attended with new beau- 
tics, and be more /ully, as well as more generally 
known? This is promiſed, I apprehend, a. liv, 
11. „All thy children ſhall be taught of the Lord; 
and great ſhall be the peace of thy children.” Yes, 
even now, the more the goſpel is underſtood, and its 
power experienced, the more is the peace of Gop 
enjoyed. Now, indeed, we ſtand as upon the mar- 

in of the ſea: yet, when we behold ſovereign mer- 
cy glorify itſelf in the falvation of the few; and 
have awful reaſon to believe, that divine juſtice 
gloriſies itſelf in the condemnation of the many; 
we exclaim with Paul, Rom. xi. 33. O the depth 
of the riches, both of the wiſdom and the knowledge 
of Gor! how unſearchable are his judgements, and 
his ways paſt finding out!” But when knowledge 
| ſhall be greatly increaſed, the reaſons and propriety 

of the divine conduct will appear more clearly, 
Then will the redeemed ſhout, as it is predicted, 
Rev. xv. 3, 4. Great and marvellous are th 
works, LoRD God Almighty ! juſt and true are 
thy ways, thou King of ſaints. ho ſhall not fear 
thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only 
art holy; for all nations ſhall come and worſhip 
before thee, for thy judgments are made mani- 
felt,” 

3. Growingly delightful proſtects of the *glorious 
8 Karts. are oben 2 Sen the They of 

ob.“ 

The church's proſpects, for time, will be glori- 
ous, when knowledge ſhall be increaſed, The 
more any man is verſed in the knowledge of the 
things promiſed to Sion, the more does he ſee, al- 
though intercepted by gloomy clouds, great events 
in the divine purpoſe for the church of Chriſt. 
What a proſpect does that paflage preſent, Iſa. * 
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18-22, « Violence ſhall no more be heard ih all 
thy land, waſting nor deſtruction in all thy borders; 
but thou ſhalt call thy walls SALVATION, and thy 
gates PRAISE! The ſun ſhall no more be thy 
light by day, neither for brightneſs ſhall the moon 
give light unto thee: but the Lord ſhall be to thee 
an everlaſting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy 
fun ſhall no more go * down, neither ſhall thy 

moon withdraw itſelf: for the Lord ſhall be thy 
everlaſting light, and the days of thy mourning 
ſhall be ended. Thy people ſhall be all righte- 
ous: they ſhall inherit the land for ever: the 
branch of my planting, the work of my hand, 
that I may be glorified. A little one ſhall be- 
come a thouſand, and a ſmall one a great nation: 
I the Lord will haſten it in his time — Who can 
read this paſſage, and not fee great things promiſed 
to the church? But who can fay what, or how 
great, the things are? and fo it is, with regard to 
other paſſages of like import. For inſtance; when 
we read the deſcription of the New Jerufalem in 
the Revelation; of the pearly gates, and golden 
pavement; of the river of water of life, clear as 
cryſtal ; of the tree of life, &c. &. we cannot but 
exclaim, Glorious things are ſpoken of thee, O 
city of Gov?” Theſe deſcriptions will be better 
underſtood, and the proſpects be more and more de- 
lightful, in proportion as knowledge ſhall be in- 
creaſed. Beſides, the nearer the church fhall be to 
her heavenly ſtate, the more that ſublime ſtate will 
be known to her members, and the larger will be 
their anticipations of it. Latter-day glory will be, 
if I may uſe the expreſſion, the porch to heayenly 
bleſſedneſs: the one being ſeparated from the other, 
only as by a threſhold. From the beginning of 
time until now, the proſpects of the church have 
beets 
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been, on the whole, brightening and enlarging : and 
ſo it will be to the end: (when that which is per- 
fect ſhall come, and that which is i part ſhall be 
done away.” 
4. The enlargement of Chris kingdom; which is 
an empire of truth and knowledge. This, indeed, 
is the grand object which the promiſe hath in view. 
Knowledge is to be increaſed, that the kingdom of 
. Chriſt, which is a kingdom of light, may be ex- 
tended, and, in Jehovah's time, completed. The 
zeal of the Lord of Hoſts will perform this.” 
Satan's kingdom is darkneſs: and it is becauſe 
our world ſubjects itſelf to his tyranny, that it is a 
benighted world. Sinners are in a ſtate of ſpiri- 
tual darkneſs, and remain fo, unleſs grace tranſlate 
them into the kingdom of Gop's dear fon.” All 
the true light that is in this world; all the know- 
ledge of Go on earth, is found in his church. As 
the church ſhall grow, knowledge will increaſe ; 
and as knowledge ſhail ſpread, the church will 
grow. What a ſtate, with reſpect to knowledge, 
does that prophecy deſcribe | Iſa. xxx. 26. „The 
light of the moon ſhall be as the light of the ſun, 
and the light of the ſun ſhall be ſeven fold, as the 
light of ſeven days, in the day that the Lord bindeth 
up the breach of his people, and healeth the ſtroke 
of their wound.” In confequence of the increaſe 
of ſaving knowledge, Satan's kingdom mu/? fall. Is 
not this intended by the Apoſtle, 2 Theſ. ii. 8? 
«K'Then ſhall that wicked be revealed, whom the 
Lord ſhall conſume with the ſpirit, of his mouth, 
and ſhall deſtroy with the brightneſs of his coming.” 
Surely, my brethren, proſpects ſuch as theſe muſt 
conſtrain us to ſay, Come Lord Jeſus, (for ſuch 
purpoſes) come quickly!” It we love the Saviour, 
if we long for the ſalvation of our fellow ſinners, 
farely we muſt pray, « Great 


TJ 


5 


d D 0 


5 9 


AND THE CHURCH ENLARGED, 13 


Great Sun of righteouſneſs, ariſe ! 
% Bleſs the dark world with heavenly light.” 

Theſe hints muſt ſuffice, relative to the firſt 
head: we therefore go on to conſider, 

SECONDLY, The means woereby the gracious pre- 
miſe is to be accompliſhed. . Many fhall run to and 
fro.“ The friends of truth hall be many; their 
zeal in propagating the knowledge of it ſhall be 
great; and great tall be their ſucceſs. To « run 
to and fro,” exprelieth perievering action; great 
attention and affiduity z earneſt and determined pur- 
ſuit. This is frequently the meaning of the mode 
of expreſſion, whether applied, in ſeripture, to the 
glorious Gop, to Satan, or to Man. For inſtance: 
„The eyes of the Lord run to and fro through the 
earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong, in the behalf of all 
them that truſt in him.” Satan is . repreſented, 


(Job i. 7.) as telling the Almighty, that he had 


«K walked to and fro in the earth:“ and - Eliſha 
Kywalked to and fro in the houſe,” when about to 
raiſe the Shunamite's ſon to lite. See allo Zech. 
vi. 7. Such is the deſign of the mode of expreſſion 


in my text. Many thall run to and fro :” that is, 


great numbers ſhall attempt, with conſtant and fer- 
vent zeal, to propagate divine truth. That faying 
ſhall be illuſtriouſly fulfilled, Pal. Ixviii. 11. „ The 
Lord gave the word; great was the company of 
thoſe who publiſhed it.“ Remarkably was this 
verified, in the firit preachers of the Goſpel; «© who 
went every where, preaching the word.” This, 
notwithſtanding, as before oblerved, was but a ſpe- 
cimen, and an earneſt, of days yet future. 

Under the firſt head, we conſidered the grand and 
gracious promiſe in the text: but the whle is, in 
reality, promiſe. The meaas are promiſed, as well 
as the end. The fame God of truth who faith, 

| „ knows 
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«knowledge ſhall be increaſed ;” ſaith alſo, © many 
ſhall run to and fro,” to ſpread it. Both are the 
words of him «who cannot lye.” How encou- 
raging this reflection! What, then, have we to do, 
but wait and pray for the happy period; and, in 
the ule of appointed means, aim to haſten the much 
to be deſired day? wes 

That increaſe of knowledge, of which the text 
fpeaks, will be occaſioned, I apprehend, By much 
inquiry into divine truth--By great zeal in the 
communication of it—And by the bleſſing of Gop 
upon the efforts of the friends of truth, Each of 
theſe, as I conceive, the text promiſes, 

1. A ſpirit of enquiry will ftrongly operate. That 
which is a duty at all times, will then be conſidered 
and regarded as a duty of great importance. That 
injunction of our Lord, John v. 39. «Search the 
ſcriptures;” will be attended to by miniſters and 
private chriſtians, much more than it is now. I 
fpeak of profeſſing chriſtians in general. Yes, bre- 
thren, the- time is coming in which all will be 
teachers, and all proficients, in the knowledge of 
God's truth. But it will be preceded, moſt pro- 
bably, by much inquiry: and to «atk of God things 
to come,” is delightful employ. 

Much has been ſaid, I am aware, about «our 
enlightened - age.” That an acquaintance with 
many inferior truths is on the increaſe, muſt he 
allowed; and truths, uſeful in their places. But 
whether the knowledge of God, the knowledge 
of „the truth, as it is in Jeſus,” be fo much in- 
creaſed as ſome imagine, may be queſtioned. 
Perhaps, the rights of citizens, and the rights cf 
conſcience, are better underſtood: but whether the 


juſt claims of Deity be fo, admits of a doubt. If, 


however, it be a fact, that this is „an enlightened 
age, 


r Äͤ "We . . ⁰ẽůuu: 7 dd OY OUTS ̃ ͤ U EE Reg 


et en a „ O20. TG. 


f 
2 
d 


AND THE CHURCH ENLARGED, 15 


age,” in the beſt ſenſe, the more happy are the ſigns 
of our ſingular times. You will join me in pray- 
ing, May the ſpirit of holy enquiry ſpread ! 

2. Great zeal! in propagating divine knowledge, 
This the promiſe expreſſes particularly. At this 


period, that prophecy will be N erf Zech. 


viii. 20, 21, 22. Thus faith the Lord of Hoſts, 
it ſhall yet come to pals, that there ſhall come pec- 
ple, and the inhahitants of many cities: and the in- 
habitants of one city, ſhall go to another, ſaying, 
Let us go ſpeedily to pray before the Lord, and to 


' ſeek the Lord of Hoſts: I will go allo. Yea, many 


36-1 and ſtrong nations ſhall come to ſeek the 
ord of Hoſts, in Jeruſalem, and to pray before 
him.” What zeal, what deſire, does this paſſage 
expreſs! What encouragement will the miniſters 
of the goſpel, then have, to “run to and fro,” when 
the hearers ſhall urge each other on, every one being 
forward to ſay, f will go alſo!” Then the at- 
tendants upon the word will give proof that they 
hear for eternity. Then the ſpirit of the preacher 
will not be deadened, nor grieved, by the drowſt- 
neſs and inattention of the hearers. "The fixed at- 
tention of the audience will give zeal to the mini- 
ſter, and make him willing to «ſpend and be fpent”? 
in the ſervice of immortal fouls. Then, inſtead of 
the mind being wearied by a ſhort ſervice, it will 
rather wiſh to double the time, that the willing 
ear, and the longing heart, of the earneſt inquirer 
may be gratified. Who can refrain from ſaying, 
Come! come happy days? © when the Spirit ſhall 
be poured out from on high;” when worſhipping 
aſſemblies ſhall reſemble heaven; when “they that 
fow, and they that reap, ſhall rejoice together.” 
W ho can bebo wiſhing to haſten the coming of 
that glorious time? True zeal reaches toward it 


and 
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and ardently prays, Thy kingdom come:” come 
ſoon; come, according to thy promiſe! . 
3. A remarkable bleſſing from God upon the efforts 
4 the 1 of truth, Proof hath been given, 
om the firſt preaching of the goſpel until now, 
that „Paul may plant, and Apollos water; but 
that Gop muſt give the increaſe,” It is Gop's 
blefling which gives the little ſucceſs that attends 
his word now: and that bleſſing, were it the divine 
pleaſure, could make the very ſame means greatly 
effectual. But the bleſſing which Gop now with- 
holds; the“ ſhowers of bleſsings“ which the deſert 
needs; oe mercy will, in the latter day, 
ſend down. Then with what pleaſure will the 
miniſters and the people of Gor contemplate that 
faying, Iſa. lv. 10, 11. «For as the rain cometh 
down, and the ſnow, from heaven, and returneth 
not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it 
bring forth and bud, that it may give ſeed to the 
ſower and bread to the eater: So ſhall my word be 
that goeth forth out of my mouth: it ſhall not return 
unto me void, but it ſhall accompliſh that which I 
pleaſe, and proſper in the thing whereto I ſent it.“ 
This is a ſupport now to every faithful miriſter, 
whoſe labours are but feldom crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs: and the moſt ſucceſsful find in it the reaſon 
of Gop's diſtinguiſhing goodneſs to them. But 
the paſſage will be the ſource of more univerſal 
joy hereafter, when „the deſert {hall become a 
fruitful field.” May we not hope, that the happy 
period is about to commence, in which «many 
ſhall run to and fro, and knowledge fhall be in- 
creaſed?” May we not hope, that the promiſe, the 
decree, is about to bring forth? Are there not 
ſome things which appear like the dawn of thoſe 
glorious days? In what but this point of light, 
| ought 
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ought we to conſider the Miſſionary attempts? Nor 
are we intirely deſtitute of favourable ſymptoms at 
home. Is not the readineſs of miniſters to preach 
the goſpel in our villages, and the diſpoſition of the 
es. ag to hear, a promiſing circumſtance? To 


which we may add, the ſpringing up of praying 
ſocieties, in many places where ſcarcely the voice 
of prayer was heard, even but a few months back ? 
This we know, however, that Jehovah in his zeal 
will perform the promiſe on which we now con- 
template. Many ſhall run to and fro, and know- 
ledge ſhall be increaſed,” 

HIRDLY, Let us now conſider, Some leſſons of 
important duty, which the pleaſing ſubject teaches. 

I call the ſubject pleaſing, without any reference 
to the management of it in this Diſcourſe : for I 
feel, very ſenſibly, my deficiency. Could I have 
ſpoken with „the toagues of men and angels,” it 
ſhould have been done: but even then, the ſubject 
would have ſurpaſſed the ſpeaker's powers. He 
has done what he could, and will rejoice, if any 
ſuitable impreſſions remain upon the minds of his 
hearers. 

The ſubjeR, then, is capable of various import- 
ant uſes: give me leave to mention ſome of them. 


1. As it is “out of Sion, the perfection of beauty, 
that Gop ſhines;” the church at large ſhould unite, 
in ſearching after, and in ſpreading divine knows= 
ledge, Woas there ever a time in which that 
ſaying was more worthy of conſideration than 
the preſent, Iſa, Ixil. 6, 7? «I have ſet watch- 
men upon thy walls, O Jeruſalem, which ſhall 
never hold their peace, day nor night. Ye that 
make mention of the Lord, keep not filence ; 
and give him no reſt, till he eſtabliſh, and till 
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he make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the earth.” 
This enjoins, I apprehend, not only prayer, but 
that mentioning of the Lord's name, which tends 
to advance the knowledge of him. Is it not the 
deſire of the whole church, to expreſs that language 
of holy wonder, « Who are theſe that fly as a cloud, 
and as doves to their windows?” Let all Sion's 
watchmen, then, join their voices, and all her chil- 
dren unite their prayers. Let the whole church 
fay, « Jefus, our anointed king, take to thyſelf thy 
great power and reign P? * 

2. Separate churches and congregations fhould ain 
to promote the great work, by every mean in their power, 
The cauſe of Chriſt is one: notwithſtanding the 
differences which, through the imperfection of the 

preſent ſtate, ſubſiſt among his followers. But is 
it not poſſible to maintain our conſcientious diſtine- 
tions, and yet unitedly purſue, without offendi 
one another, the fame grand object? This, true 
.candour admits, and even requires; while, never- 
theleſs, we are to „call no one maſter, but Chriſt.” 
Does it not become the followers of Jeſus to walk 
together as nearly as they can? and, when conſci- 
ence requires us to ſeparate, more or leſs, fo that 
we cannot proceed, hand in hand, exactly in the 
ſame path; ought we not to walk ſide by fide, 
tending toward the fame end? Is not this neceſſary, 
in order to prove, that where we difter it is from 
conſcience; not from ſelt-will, or pride; nor from 
a ſelf-righteous ſpirit? To go as far from each other 
as we can, is not the way to ſerve the beſt of 
cauſes, By no means is this intended to counte- 
nance laxneſs, either in doctrine, or in diſcipline: 
for the cauſe of Chriſt is not ſerved by giving up 
revealed truth, out of complaiſance, even to the 


Redeem- 


to be up and doing, as well as to be watchtul.. . 
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Redeemer's friends; nor yet in order to promote 
the happineſs of our ſpecies. 

3. Individuals ſhould inquire into the nature of their 
num talents, and uſe them accordingly— Should con- 


ſider the duties conmnetted tuith their ſituations, or ſpheres 
of adtion, and perform them, with a view to the glory 


of God, This is not the time for perſons to ſecrete 
themſelves, nor to. hide their talents. Every one 
ought to ſtep forward and aim to do ſomething: for 
all ſhould. be employed, as Iſrael were in the wil- 
derneſs, when the TI abernacle was about to be 


erected, Even good women, without commencing 


preachers, may promote the work of Gop. Let 
every one inquire, I o what am I equal? For what 
am I fitted? If ſome can do no more than pray, let 
that be done.. But let thoſe who can, help by other 


means. Surely, the widow will, on ſuch an oc- 


caſion, preſent her two mites with pleaſure: and 
her ſuperiors be influenced, by her example, to do 
their utmoſt, Such a concurrence would be a moſt 
promiſing appearance. Various peculiarities in the 
preſent ſeaſon, manifeſtly call for great and general 
exertion. The ſigns of the times, as to our coun- 
try, are certainly very alarming! The Lord's voice 


to us is loud; our guilt enormous; our demerit 


awful! Who can tell but that the Lord is about 
to gather in his elect in this land, before he ſuffer 
Britain's calamities to come upon her? Truly hap- 
py will they be, who ſhall “be hid in the day of 
the Lord's anger;“ nor leſs happy they, who ſhall, 
by grace, be enabled to ,endure the trials which 
may come. The breakings out of divine light 
among us have ſuggeſted, to others beſides me, 
theſe ideas. This, however, is a fact, that appear- 
ances are ſingular; and it is the chriſtian's duty 


4. Ba- 
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4. Believers who have not a name and a place in 
any of the churches of Chriſt, ſhould unite with one 
or another of them, in order to their being of greater 


| 15 than they can be while without the ſacred inch. 
u 


re. A chriſtian, it is true, that is out of church 
communion, may do ſomething, perhaps much, to 
the glory of Gop; but he cannot do all that it is 
his duty to do. He has no vote when the moſt 
important ſteps are to be taken: nor, indeed, is he 
decidedly, in the view of others, on the Lord's 
fide, This duty might be urged with warmth, 
for the ſake of the parties themſelves, as well as from 
conſiderations which ought to be more influential; 
even thoſe which reſpect the Redeemer's honour, 
I faid, conſiderations which ought to be more influ- 
ential. For a religion of mere ſelf-love, is not the 
religion of the true chriſtian; who is taught, © whe- 
ther he eat or drink, or whatever he does, to do it 
to the glory of Gop.“ That conduct which pays 
more regard to Gop's glory, than to our own comfort, 
is a proof of genuine love to GoD: while the re- 
ligion of mere ſelf-love, is unworthy the chriſtian, 
and extremely dubious in itſelf, Then let the be- 
liever, from motives of love to Jeſus, embrace his 
on mercies; claim his privileges; and honour 
his Lord. Let him ſet an example worthy the 
imitation of others, who aſk * the way to Si- 
on.” £ 1 
5. Frequent, united, and fervent prayer, for the 
enlargement and completion of Chriſts kingdom. Pri- 
vate prayer, we hope, every believer will put up 
on this account: but, on ſo great and glorious an 
occaſion, united ſupplications are neceſſary. It is 
true, that earneſt private prayer infullibly proves our 
deſire of any bleſſing, which we ſeek in that holy 
exerciſe : for that which we requeſt ſincerely, when 
| 0 
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no eye but that of Gon, ſees; nor any ear but his, 
hears: we undoubtedly deſire. Unleſs, therefore, we 
pray in ſecret, * Thy kingdom come; we ſhall be 
deficient in our proof of love to it, let our attendance 
upon public prayer for it be ever ſo conſtant, 
United prayer is, nevertheleſs, neceſſary. It is our 
duty to ſeek Gop in his own way: and he hath 
faid, with reſpect to the greateſt bleſſings of his co- 
venant, « For all theſe things will I be enquired of, 
by the houſe of Iſrael.” By Iſrael, as an houſe: 
and Jeſus Chriſt hath declared, Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am 
J in the midſt of them.” How great this encou- 
ragement to meet and pray, that «many may run to 
and fro, that —— may be increaſed ?” Bleſſed 
be Gop, meetings for this purpoſe have been of 
late more generally eſtabliſhed, and well attended. 
May a rich bleſſing crown theſe devout and ſolemn 
exerciſes! 

6. A conduct, conſiſtent with the example and pre- 
cepts of Feſus Chriſt. The true knowledge of Gop 
hath holineſs for its inſeparable companion. That 
is not the knowledge of Gop which does not 
lead to purity of walk. The want of conſiſtency 
in its profeſſors, draws a veil over divine truth, and 
obſcures its beauties : nay, it cauſes the enemies of 
divine truth to triumph. Have you never, my dear 
hearers, felt that aſſertion, like a ſharp arrow, pierc- 
ing the ſoul ; They blaſpheme that worthy name 
by which you are called?” What ſo much tends 
to cauſe this blaſphemy, as the irregular walk of 
profeſſors ? The ſilent chriſtian, whoſe “ converſa- 
tion is as becometh the goſpel of Chriſt;” does the 
cauſe of Jeſus real honour; while the man who 
talks much, but obeys not the dictates of divine au- 
thority, does diſcredit to it, But where the lips and 
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the life are in uniſon, there the goſpel "hath a pow. ' 
erful advocate, With fuch perſons may my hear- 
ers, and with them may I, be numbered! " 
My dear brethren in the miniſtry :. much, very 
much indeed, depends upon the confiſtency of our 
conduct, and the agreement of our diſpoſitions, with, 
the doctrines which we preach, We muſt be the 
ſame in the pulpit, and in the parlour—in the church, 
and in the world—at home, and abroad; if we 
would «adorn the doctrine of Gop our Saviour.” 
Much depends upon our private character as chriſ- 
tians: or, upon our conſiſtency of ſpirit and of 
conduct, with our profeſſion. For, without this, 
we cannot “ ſhew forth the praiſes of him who hath 
called us out of darkneſs into his marvellous light.“ 
May a noble and holy ambition inſpire our breaſts 
to hear many ſay, We will go with you: for we 
perceive that Gop is with you.” —'T wo remarks 
ſhall cloſe this Diſcourſe. 

1. Together with the increaſe of divine know- 
ledge, will be an enlarged acquaintance with every 
thing which is worthy to be known. Nature, in 
her variety of beauties, I apprehend, will be better 
known when Providence and Grace are better un- 
derſtood; and the glory of Gop, the Creator, will 
{trike the mind more delightfully. And, how vaſt 
the field of contemplation! Beſides, knowledge will 
be uſed to right purpoſes: for the glory of Gop 
will be the end of all. Have we not a ſpecimen 
of this, with regard to the art of ſhip-building, and 
of navigation, in that veſſel which hath been re- 
cently purchaſed, and is expected ſoon to fail, for the 
happy purpoſe of conveying the goſpel to very di- 

ſtant iſles; where, before, Europeans taught fed to 
{in, and left the injured natives to bewail their in- 
tercourſe with Britains? 
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2, The happineſs of Heaven itſelf, will greatly 
conſiſt in a perpetual increaſe of divine know- 
ledge: and in this ſuperior bliſs, that growth of 
knowledge, reſpecting which our text ſpeaks, will 


iſſue. he finite mind will for ever be delight- 


ed, I humbly conceive, with, inquiring into the 
perfections of JEHOVAH,; and for ever be diſ- 
covering new beauties in the character, the go- 
vernment, and the grace of the INFINITE 
GOD, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spi- 
rit. To ſeek an increaſe of divine knowledge, 
therefore, is to ſeek a foretaſte of Heaven—an Hea- 
ven upon earth. To wiſh for the increaſe of divine 
knowledge in others, is to wiſh them an Heaven 
begun below. Say, then, brethren, can we, in any 
other way, better prove our love to men, or our 
zeal for Gor !—We conclude with praying, Soon 
may many run to and fro, and knowledge be in- 
creaſed l”-Soon may Jeſus Chriſt be known, from 
Pole to Pole! Amen, and Amen, 


THE END. 
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